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This seminar explores the radical cultural practice of détournement (also called culture jamming)
through the example of the Barbie Liberation Organisation (BLO). I first work through the theory,
describing how détournement aims to disturb the private property arrangements constitutive of
the consumer capitalist spectacle, by appropriating its cultural artefacts and recontextualising
them in ways that contradict their intended meanings, giving voice to critique. Then I take a visual
tour through two examples of détournement: the BLO’s 1993 action focussed on Barbie, G.I. Joe
and the marketing of sexist gender norms for profit, and their Eco Warrior Barbie action thirty
years later, which used Greta Gerwig’s 2023 Barbie movie as occasion to spotlight Mattel’s
persistence in plastics manufacturing despite the wider context of climate emergency. These
examples illustrate McKenzie Wark’s argument that while détournement is vulnerable to
recuperation by the spectacle, it remains always available as a means of disturbing the dominant
economic order and opening onto a commons.

Rebecca Stringer completed her undergraduate studies in Art History and Criticism at Western
Sydney University before interning at the Peggy Guggenheim Collection in Venice, Italy. The
politics of victimhood and victim-blaming are the core focus of Rebecca’s research, which she
approaches through a feminist lens, as evidenced in her book Knowing Victims: Feminism, Agency
and Victim Politics in Neoliberal Times (Routledge, 2014).
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